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Letter gut gf the. W Way, of, Now: 
meſs, n Way that you 
por I ſometimes converſe together in, I am making | 


A. * 


o know already, b. ath- 
have wrote and talk'd with » 
Judgment and Thoughts in general 
bout the Oz1G1N, or n Ve 
TT +. EVE, and that. 1 think i it a Matter of 
ger Jmpertance,. whether we confider, or chooſe rather 


; „ n en {at gfe the. Covfuderation of the Mar r 
on GOD. in this Buß. 

| IF it be the Duty of all Chriſtians to fer GOD 
ahve before them, and to do all Things to bis Glory, 
if the Practice of any Duty whatever, and of all Du- 
ties incumbent on £ is mY. doing the Will 1 
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60D, and generally and fo in the Oricles zich | 


: 710K or THE WII t os GOD. 


exclude by the Terms all ſuch Abſtractions. The 1 


thence, chat it ongbr not to be digjoin'd Ea or he 


profeſod Principle, taking away all ſuch Reference of Ju- 
| = and of all moral Virtue, and denying, that Men 
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contain the beſt and perfefteſt Rule of Acfion, then 1. 
1 there is good Reaſon we ſhould be Jealoys : 

and fearful of admitting any Notions" and Scheines 
chat ſtand in need of, ygply, or ſuggeſt an Aer 


Axp even as to NATURAL) 'Rer1610N, it will 


Word Rericiog, like moſt or all other Words, 
has been us d at Times in Senſes ſomewhat differ 
but never otherwiſe, I think, than aSrelative to the Deity; 
 MoraztiTy and ral Religion have been 
, eg us d as ſynonimous and equivalent Expreſſi- | 
It has been the common Sentiment therefor 
ef Mankind, that a REOCARD 'To en, 
Beixc is ever connefled with the PRACTICE OF. 
MoxatityY; and then it ſhould be as certain, be- 
cauſe it is a plain and natural Conſequence from 


fra and omitted in the Tune 3 . 
Ir any * Seck of Men are to be 2 0 as "by «8 


'd themſelves to the WII I and to the NaTuRE . 
7 the DerTY therein; I ſuppoſe i it muſt be the Epi: OY 
cuream; and ſome ſuch Repreſentations of them we» 


A 
find 1 in antient as ww as modern - e But 
| r 9 Pure 
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*When Tully in his third B Binh de N.D. puts the following — 
imo Cotta s Mourh—Namn juſtitia que ſuum cui tribuit quid per- 
waer 
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it muſt be 1 that * who charge 


them (be the Charge true or falſe)! with theſe Princi- 


and ſcandalouſſy immoral alſo in their Practice. 


"Eton or NATURE is delineated” admirably well 
"Mr. WoerAsrou. Only I think indeed R 


'rows his Bottom more than is convenient, and that 


He is too ſolicitous to make thoſe Foundations ap- 
pear weak which have been lad by bern as well as 
to ereſß the Credir'ind ory 15 rt has 
W to himſelf. 


Fon He remarks of Merit be, not arge 


7 * ing the better Sort and Families of them, but incly- 


ding Chriſtians as well as Pagans, That tho' they 


pretend to have found that Rule by which At» 


by ons LY: be Hefe, 17 that Ultimate Eng 
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tinet 2d pe; 2 Homioum Societas & Commagitas' 0 ut vos lid- | 


tis, juſtitiam procreavit—l: may ſeem as if one if not both Sides 
vf the Diſputants held, That Juſtice had no manner of Reference 


to GOD either by way of Reſemblance or of ' Derivation.” Bar 


when we conſider that it is the Sect af the Stoics Cotta here diſ- 
putes withal, who were very far from entertaining ſuch Notions 45 
theſe, we muſt either ſay that the Words before cited ( which are 4 


Repreſentation not of Tully's real Sentiments or of Cotta's, but of | 


the luxuriant and vain Arguments of Carneades or Ariſtotle, or 
moſt probably of both of them) do carry in them an unfair ſort of 
an Inſnuation in regard to Balbus and his Se, ; or elſe that they 


import only this, viz. that Society, as the Stoics will readily al- 


low, ſupphes the Opportunity, the Field, and the * for pr - | 
Gong Ps berwixt Man and Man. 


455 do alſo repreſent them as abandon d to all Ss | 


” You and 1 ite boch perfwaded, that the TY 
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they h 


26˙ * Whether any of thoſe other Foundations upon 


ws i ;;bich Morality bas been built, will hold berter 
e than theſe. mention d, 1 much queſtion.” _.. 


Fon my Part I bave the Pleaſure to think, chat 


try men, of which ir may 2s yell. be faid, that. they 


Ta. tr ono 
wet «lot. 
50 5 is the Law. OF oun Narvns, the Wir L or 


ITS GREAT AvTaoR, "who is no other than the 


GOD- or Tnurn, that we ſhould regard Truth 


moſt religiouſly both in our Fords and Actions. The 
GOD os, Txvrn, the Aurnok oF our Na- 


TURE, the. GREAT LAW-GIVER is ONE AND THE 


Sau. What Need. is there to confine ourſelves to 
one of theſe fingle Views, if it be really poſſible ſo 
to ſingle and ſeparate them? What Prudence can 
there. be in obſtruſting an of ile Avenues, or ab- 
| ſtrafling am of the Conſiderations by which Light 

and the moſt uſeſul Knowledge may come to us? 
Why ſhould we not gladly | embrace and make uſe 

8 of every Mean and ne . a which 
lies 


89 dÞ} 


| adranc'd - r or HT | 
r r camprohenſoue enong h. or net 
& clear e, en 0 fe 8, it is juſt, reducible ſo 
<« hit Kale? And again, after he has labour d to 
men the Weakneſs of ſeyeral of ;theſe, be ſays, pag. 


there are a great many Books and Accounts of theſe | 
Things, and a great many written by gur own Coun- 


> and take in My. Woolaſton's Rule 7 
oy made WAY 
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n E c Tn 
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ehen to ol diſcovering Hb and the 1 17 
6805 relating OT 1 UPTO CEE 
do dot mean by: this to repreſent” Mr. — 
bs te that was for abſtracking the Will ef GOD 
in laying the Foundations of and eſtabliſhing Mora- 
ly. 1 only think, as 1 faid before, thr he” his 
narrow'd bit Foundation too much, and that one uy 
be led ſometimes to think, that He was go 
W build his whole, Fabrick upon a Propoſition A 
Hel perhaps tha whitt . really has done, utleſt 
de dz and Sing leneſi of it may be made out by 
its Reduction to the Will and Law of the gr ea Author 
of Nature. For abſtraZt the Will of the Supreme Be. 
. ſuppoſe the contrary to what Mr. IPoolafton ſays; 
Is page 14, 525 73>. Ges. of the Conſtitution of Nane 
=X z:1nc GOD's ConsTITUTION, and that rational 
8 Beings are to take it AS SUCH, and OBEY THE 
1 Law which the Author of their Being has given 
I L them. Suppoſe the contrary to ll this, and all the 
= fire Things be fays of Trath and Morality, would 
have neither Srrength nor Seuſe in them. . 
© Whareytx this Gentleman might, think of the 
| Newneſs of his main Principle, which in one Part of 
3 * lit He has certainly .purlu'd farther, and repreſented 
1 1 more pe t than ever any had done before Him, 1 
can allure you, my old Friend Tronas Aabmas 
has been before-hand with. him 1 in it for one, and has | N 
ese it, tho” .1 io ſhort, with all the Abonracy : 28 1 

: % the Sentiment that is poſſible. I mein pot to com- 2 
WE mend him for Elegante of Styl, which is a Thing of 2 


s EY 
e 
= 
To SY 


uch lower Conſideration, and What no one will look 2 
. | 


nn! a af bis  Cotemparatith 


1 and the Want of it juſt the « contrary. 


Gy). 


For thus we have the true and compleat Notion, tho! 


but in Epitome. 22dz 9. 109. Veritas vitæ dicitur 
2 qui. quis recte vivit — qua. homo exteriora ſus, vel 


verba vel fads, vel ſigna debito ordine diſponit.—— N 
Vita eſt vera, ſicut & quælibet alia res, ex hoc quod 


attingit ſuam regulam & menſuram, ſcilicet An 
legem, per cujus conformitatem rectitudinem habet.— 


And ſo in another Place, Veritas vitæ dicitur ſecun- 
dum quod homo i in vita ſui. implet illud, ad quod 


ordinatur per intellectum divinum. 1704 qu. 16. 4. 


4-in ine. _ 


* L 


A Max may N of Tub * Lifs of Morality 


1 and Goodneſe to very little Purpoſe, and be really fay- 
| Ing nothing, if he denies or knows nothing, or will 
have nothing conſider d of the DIVIVꝝE Witt Ax D 


Law, the Conformity | to which is that which 
makes the Life and Actions of Men true and good, 

-, ARISTOTLE wrote whole Books of Morality, : nd 
ke has a Chapter ve d eld, which is apply d 


to Life, as - well 25 to Truth of Wards, : and Aclions are 


formally produc'd as direct and proper Inſtances of 
Lying, or | Falſchood. | Yer I do not ſay that He has 
Mr. Woolgton in his grand Princi- 


0 ple, ſince a8 to the referring Th ruth, Fuſtice and Good- 


xi to GOD, and meaſuring them by his Law, at 
laſt the doing it in an intelligible, clear, and uniform 
manner, You know, I have given him up. I didi it 


 boneſth, and I. believe ſafely, enough too from any, rea- 
29s Zeal or Ae; of Tae ſince. Lam 


wot "Ys behind 


wy 46 
*. 


4 


D 


WN 


l L behind the Entrenchments of ſo many Paſſages, ſome al- 
* ready produc'd, and ſome that I could further add (but 
* that it would loo too much like a ſupererqgating Pedans = 
nm o do it) as would ſufficiently ſnew them, if, this 
Pzhiloſopher has any where expreſs'd. himſelf rightly and 
5 accurately in the matter ” muſt have talbd both well and 
= ill of the ſame thing. I perceive too, that ſeveral of 
the Ancients, if we may depend upon the Authority: 
of a Learned Perſon, who has not thought fit to cite 
or name any of them, have complain'd long ſince of 
ide Loſeneſi of Ariſtotle, de laxitate Atiſtotelis, in this 
8 very Point. I wiſh he had thought or ſpołe better, and 
that I had met with ſuch things in him, as that I 
might have got a little forwarder. in my Argument by 
ſpeaking of him, than the ſhewing by his Defect, that 
ce Syſtems of Morality, labor'd by the acuteſt Wits, 
who ſhall decline or omit to ſpeak, of a Divine Law and 
Men's primary Obligations thence ariſing, may be 
blown away with a ** ſor want = a n b 
co faſten them on. | 4 
= HERE is, I mean in al * of Ethics Fn 
5 this Plan, an imperfect Aim at and Appearance of a 
charming Picture, which may take the negligent, Eye, 
BE at a ſudden Glance, or at a Diſtance; but the Beauty 
vaniſhes upon near Advance, and is a, confusd and, 
== glaring nothing upon diſcoveting the Want of the 
i principal and efſential n ſor Saaten the intend» 
Y cd lovely Fm. eee 
HIRx is a 3 e 5 1 help of. ewes | 


The Waters of moral Life, —a delightful Stream, 
| FO all the habirable World — bur in Imagination 
| ii 
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dis allow d Mankind. would be extremely wretched, 


pdt the Wehnen, but as T have near exhauſted my 


_ Gib) 


only. "Ales; it is only an umbratic and a viſionary 


Stream, for its plain" there can be no real one, or 
Waters e eee Wee not ee 4 


2 ( 80 


Ic AN . you 57e EO Gelb, and not un- 


own Stock of Wit in that way, we will go to an * Au- 
nien Writer for it, or at leaſt for the main Draught 


and Thought of it, as thus. Take in the Divinity in- 
to your Syſtem of Morality, and, if it be regular 
alſd im all other Reſpects, it is like a compleat human 


Body beautifully form d, and aptly diſpos'd for exert- 
ing all the Offices and Acts that a Li Body is capa- 


ble of. Ahſtract the Divinity from your Schemes, ſup- 


poſe they have no Concern at all with nor Reference 


to GO and i Will, and your Morality will be 
Ike a Boty it huut the HRA D, frem whence. the Spirits 


are deriv'd; the Principle of Motion and Action to all 


Vr I mean not to ſay, but that we may make 


very good Uſe of ſuch Books as are ſo defective even 
It the main Principles, after that we our ſelves have for 
dur own parts ſapph'd thoſe Defects by Thoughts that 
mould ariſe readily" and be always uppermoſt in a 


Chriſtians Heart. Neither do I believe, but that there 
ate Perſons, who by a different Apprehenſuon of things, 


other Track of Thought, and a great Zeal in oppoſing 
by the contrary Extreme, are too much inclin'd towards this 


abſtrating Notion, ot at leaſt make uſe of very unguard- 


ecand'improper Expreſſions in the matter, who yet are 
very Pious and Excellent as well as tha Learned ! Men. 
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IAN perſuaded, that it will be very difficult, or 
* — impoſſible, to diſprove the following Aſſertion, 
which I lately met with in a little Treatiſe calbd a Re- 
tional Catechiſm, ang pranted at Amſterdam 1712. og 
thus, pg · 33 
* IF GOD be the dankine a6 Things, then 
.« whatſoever we find our ſelves oblig d unto by the 
c Nature of Things (I mean either of GOD, of our 
E ſelves or of others) we are oblig d unto it by 
== .<* GOD e who med and en Thing in 
& that manner 
W arc not to take our Notions in ſuch Matters 
= pon Tiuſt, and from the Authority of one or other; 
yet it is ſome Satisfaction to underſtand by Reading and 
by Converſation, that an Opinion which one has em- 
brac d (and not without Examination of it) is both ap- 
prov'd and contended for by many learned and good 
Men. And if I find, as I think I may do in this ve- 
ry Caſe, not only ſame or mary of our modern Divines, 
and of the moſt eminent Lawyers (for they too have 
treated this Queſtion) but the hole Stream of antient 
Doctors, of Fathers, and of Schoolmen with me, I con- 
clcive it full as neceſſary, and ſurely it will or ought to 
de full as pleaſant at the leaſt, to join with the % r 
9 pens they adhere to Truth, as it is to think and:go 


RSS 


with the wiſer Few in Oppoſtion to the Herd, when 


tere is à \ConviRtion that it goes aſtray, I will 
on too, that I am confirm d rather than ſhake» in the 
4 fame Opinion, when I obſerve Perſons that general- 
== -1y reaſon well and ſtrongly, Perſons that are capa» 
-ble of defending whatever has a Foundation of Truth, 


— A 


B 2 3 Poſitions, 


| "gang with a Want of Life and Force unuſual for theſe 


(612 0 
Poſitions, altogether indeed indefenſible, viz. That the 
| Ground of all moral Obligations do not depend upon any 
== "Law; bis that the eternal | neceſſary Differences of Things 
= lay 41 Obligation on Men io do what is Tight and fit even 
ſeparate from the conſi aeration of thoſe Rules being the Will 
or Command of G'O D, and that this eternal Reaſon of 
Things is the original Obligation of all T hat the moral 
' Fitneſs of Things was antecedent to and independent of any 
Divine Determination boncerning them ; ; and that the do- 
ing what is right und fit in tho Nature of Things becomes 
a Rule and Law to us, not as we are e e pi 
"Out as we are intelligent Beings, 6 CVS 
Tux Skill and Abilities of Dr. Clerks cannot uphold 
ing 2 comes Fabric neceſſavily ruinous in it ſelf. And the 
- Author of theiprevious"Queſtion and Supplement, if there 
bx been any thing ſolid that could have been alledg'd, 
3-1 4 mn, ſupport of what he had-incauriouſly and needleſly 
= ___"advanc'd to the above-mention'd- Effect, would never 
1 *  —hive ergu'd, I thinle, after the following manner. 
3. [| = „ Though 60D is the Author of our Nature, and 
; of thoſe Relations we ſtand in to him, and to each 
=—_: . other, yet when a Creature is thus conſtituted and 
16 ec thus related, the Duty which he is in Reaſon ob- 
11 cc lig'd to, will neceſſarily and unavoidably ariſe from 
1 * his Compoſition and his Relations as aforeſaid . 
114 Blurely the taking our Medium, and a' Medium from 
1 which our-Concluſion is plainly and rightly 'infered, 
and the diſguiſing it a little with a tho? and a yer, what= 
ever it may do towards perplexing the Cauſe and caſt- 
ing a Miſt, can never be thought to infer, or to be in- ⁵ 
deed compatible with his oppoſite Concluſion. He goes 
on. And this will. mY s be the Cale, is e. it will 1 
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F 
& be eternally fir in the Nature of the Thing for a 
C Creature, conſtituted and related as Man is, to act a 
« part ſuitable 'to and- becoming human Nature. I 
« fay this will always be his Duty, whether G0 D 


interpoſes by a Revelation, and gives any Com- 
ce mandment concerning it, or not. There is not a 


Word here in ſupport of the Propoſitions above - men- 
-tion'd, unlefs it be in that Hint, as if we might 4 
poſe, that in ſome Caſes GOD may never have com- 


manded, or made it appear to his Creatures to be his 


7 Wil, that they ſhould do what they perceive is fit 


and right for them to do. Which thing ought by no 
means to be ſuppos d, becauſe GOD. has given all Men 
* Knowledge of Good and Evil, and at once and by the 


chooſe the Good, and avoid the Evil. For the reſt, the 


£ Things 1 have cited, though offer'd in Proof of the 


Fitneſs and Unfitneſs of Things and of an Obligation 


upon Men to do or not to do them antecedent to and 


independent on the Will of G O D, are conſiſtent with, 


and not only ſo but are Arguments for aur contrary O- 
pinion. For what is there that follows more naturally 
and obviouſly from this acknowledg'd Relation betwixt 
a Creature and its Creator, than an Obligation to be 


ſubject and obedient to the Creator? What can more, 


or more evidently, become a Creature conſtituted and re- 


lated as Man is, than religiouſly to obſerve the Will 


and Commands of him that made him? 


« THz Duty, it is ſaid, which a Man is in Rea- 7 
ce ſon oblig'd to will neceſſarily and unavoidably ariſe | 


1 et from his Compoſition and his Relations as: afore- 
= < ſaid”. Very true this. But I think we have a 


beter 


ay, 


re dene and 4 in 4 Truth, if I may fo 
expreſs my ſelf. I mean, it is much more congruous 
wo or, Opinion, who. do not make nor admit of the 
Alſtractians ſo often ſpoken of; it is more proper and 
conſiſtent in our Mouchs by far chan it is in the Lips 
or Writings of rhe Abſtracters, and Aſlerters of an au- 
. recedent Fitneſs in Things and Jndependency thereof on the 
Mill of GOD, A. Man's Reaſon, as 2 learned Fo- 
xeigner;* Mr. Barbeyracy has well abſerv'd, if you 
. conſider it out af all Reference to and Dependance on 
the Creator, is nothing but himſelf; and therefore 
hoſe who are upon the independent Bottom will be ſtill 
to ſeek for an Obligation. For how common ſoever it 


may be in vulgar Diſcourſe, and in à looſer Senſe to 
ſay, that a Man puts an Obligation upon himſelf, Men 


of Learning know that to aſſert this, and in the ſtrict- 


eſt Senſe of it, would be a Soleciſin in the Schools, If 


he could properly impoſe an Obligation, he would have 


Juſt as good a Right and as much Authority to abolye 


and quit himſelf of it at his PleaſureQ. 

Bur let us not be miſunderſtood when we * thee 
eee and proper Foundation, upon which our Ob- 
ligations to the Purſuit and Practice of Virtue and 


SGoodneſs are built, is the WILL or GOD. We 
re as ſar as any can be from conceiving 7 hat to be am- 


bulatory and capricious like the Will of Men. To ſup- 


111 
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* Proſe. of Ciuil 30 1 for ence, nk it may 1 fill, in 
* Univerſity of Graninghen, ho has wrote, T. think, very Judr- 
"ciouſly, and avoided (a; T hope I have lone) both the Extremes in 

-the' preſent Diveſtion. See his Refledtions un My. Leibnitz r 
2 66— of .* ulfendorf. 
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43 = -: is 2 Conception full of Impiety; and that gives . Hor- 
r. We know (though we purpoſely and carefully 
XX 3bſtain from Terms that are really indecent, and that 
de able to be Jook'd upon as very highly irreverent, 
we know) and conſider it is a WILL EVER Ix A- 


/ 


ts) 


poſe the WII o GOD alina, unjuſt, unto; 


© GrEEMENT WITH ALL THE INFINITE PERFEC- 


XX tions os THE Divine NaTvuRE, fo that no Rules 
denn ever oblige Men but what are agreeable to their Na- 
ture, and fall in with the natural Fitneſs of Things in 

4 Reſpects. And in this View it may rightly and 
truly be faid, that we are oblig'd to regard the natural | 
Fitneſs, the Reaſon and Truth of Things, and that by 
acting contrary thereto we ſhould be not only fooliſh 

and imprudent as departing from our Intereſt, but we 


ZZ ſhould be juſtly obnoxious to G O D's Anger and pu- 


10 niſhments as having violated his Law, The Law of 


600 is unqueſtionably a Paternal Law, which ki kindly 


bes us in general to purſue Happineſs, and directs us 
ald in the particular Purſuit of it. For otherwiſe there 
would be a perpetual Fruſtration of our natural and 


: . moſt ſtrongly im nplanted Hope and Expectations, of 


XX which we can no more diveſt our ſelves than we can 
quit our ſelves of out Being. Our Intereſt will ever 
be connected and be one with our Duty, for GOD is 


; [ certainly a Rewarder of them that ſeck, Him. Yer. I do 
not ultimately, or at all in Propriery, found the Obli · 
gations I am under to do the Things that are right 


| 1 and good (and that will, I know, promote my 
Ws crue P in the Fitneſs and 1 of 


ceive 


0 or a a much more —_ and extern Grad, 22 1 per- 5 
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e ——— —_ 
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r re eee . 
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5 * 16) | 
7 ſome do, 1 refer them ultimately and * conftamty. 
to the Witt. oF GOD, and not ſometimes to the 
will of G:O D, and at other times to any Fitneſs of 
T hings whatever 1 uppos'd to be antecedent. to and inde- 
pendent on that Will. GOD being eſſentially Good 
and Juſt (to whoſe. Goodneſs and Juſtice nothing can 
be antecedent, any more than any Thing, or Relation 
of Lhings, can be prior to his Exiſtence) I find my ſelf 
' moy'd more ſtrongly and powerfully to ſatisfy the 
Obligations the Author of my Being has laid me un- 
der, and that my Duty is thus practicable, and leſs 
difficult, to me by the Expectatiom and, Aſſurance of a 


__.” 
— * n * 
— — K . 


| 1 Reward. It is proper and neceſſary, I think, to the 
FE accurate treating of this Point, that we ſhould not 2 
1 confound any Motive or Excitement, how great ſoever 
i * | 3 
| | 4 ir may be, with the proper Obligation, though the lar- 88 
Tj | | ter, as we might colle in ſome Meaſure from the 1 
E138 Jaineſt natural Notions of GO P, and may be aſſur'd 55 
1 | | 18 of from Revelation, is never without the former in the IM 
1 cis that we are conſi dering. It is by the Expeftation | 
2 = of a Reward, that we are excited and encourag?d to do 
In N that Which 1 is 5 incumbent on us, aſe which 
[| | . DR RT Tg: 1 — N | N — 
F It > lms T abi, be Knee ee wok me, that * 
3 .: 1 wide of, or beyond the fixed Mete and Mark, by arguing from the 
11 Goodneſs or the Juſtice of GOD; becauſe with me, and with all 
74 = Men who have not defacd ſome of the moſt natural Apprebenſions 
. | 4 | of the Deity, theſe are imply d and included neceſſarily in the Idea 
. of GOD. I ſay: ſuch Obligations reſult from the Will of GOD 14A 
1 wos is Juſt and Good, is not really ſaying any more than that they 5 
— ; reſult from the Will of GOD. The Ideas are the very ſame, 
1's. wir hout any the leaſt Alteration, or additional one convey d thereby 
1 0 but a Minkchexd, ' n FP _ ens je 9 it ee that 
Dre am none of that Sect. 2] ö 
b 14 ; * b 0 . | "the 


ä 


8 ( 17 * 


ee Bring has obig d us unto in his moſt 
* wiichangeable, and paternal Law. 
Tn vs I neither derogate from God's Authority by 
FE the conſideration of his Will in ſeeking for 
© the Foundation and Fountain of our Obligations to the 
Practice of Virtue, or by ſuppoſing any Thing antece- 
Ann to it; nor do I plead for or ſuppoſe an Authority 
abet! is not eee and indiſſolubly connected with the mat 
5 PATERNAL AUTHORIT Y gives us 
| bl Aces as 8 and lovely as the Image of pEsPOTIC 
ZZ rrrxannovs Powe is diſagreeable and horrid. How | 
2 . bee 3 then muſt the One be to the 


Z 1 1 49 — forger he her or Make of Aw Addy 
1 deſirous of his own Happineſs, nor that he Was thut 
1 confirnted by: GOD, and by Him commanded to pur- 
ſue Happiness, to which he has ſo natural aud ſtrong 4 
ban, I refuſe not the Name of Vite to Actions that 
proceed ſrom a mird Principle, wherein Self-Zove and 
ere bear à Part; at the ſame time I look upon it to 
be an Error on the worſe Hand, tho” it is fo plauſible 
15 an Qpinign, that even feriens and thinking Men, with- 


5 0 1 leaſt). I know, may go into and contend. for 
= ts v. That Self-Love or a regard. to private Imes 
5 reſt, preſent or furnre, is the ſale Principle of human Con- 
5 12 the preciſe and only Fendi of Lens Ons 
e the Prachige of Morality. | 

ITnus I bave ſpun out theſe og Though 2 D 
Lauch greater Length than J at firſt deſign'd. 
* 1 int eee in this bene was to VAR. 2 = 
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! A +Common+Place, . by ſelecting ſuch» things as were 
peculiarly ſuited to the way of | Life unhich Yow are in. I 
# fill nous conſider my ſelf as Writing to the (T's M- 

+PIL E, and ſo wave every Argument but what is pro- 
Per 10 your Proſeffion, or at leaſt ſo much pertaining 
to it that I have been led into the Thoughts, or 
had Occaſion to make the Remarks from Books, that 

my come under the general Denomination of Law- 
Bool, tho they meddle not with either the "Common 

dr the Statute Law, which You are oblig'd to be moſt 
particularly versd in. And if I hill take 4 few 
things from any of - the Philefipbers, they will have 

+» Relation 10 Laws, are ſuch in kind, if not perhaps the 
deyeſime, bs ate often refer d fo" by Lulvyerii ſince 
ore of them are cited by "your D, Your Gains, 
or your Marciun and from them take: intd the Body 
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/ vf the" Civil Lab. RET Ne e CEC POPU 
Ir is very natüral arid proper for 2 Stall in the 
Tau to make Enquiry into the OR TGINAL Or 

DAs; and fo we ſee that one of the firſt Titles in 

the' Paudecti is de Origine Furs. Artient Cuſtoms, 
the ſeveral Privileges and Powers of tlie Senate, "the 

People, (Kings,  Conſuls, Decemviri, Tribunei, Prator, 

Auch al who had any thing to do with! Leg farb, are 
_ | Ekamltd: Romdy Luun are tac d into Greece, from 
Whence" they were ſome of them ferch'd, and they 
Veoere brought into Greece, "ir may" be, from Egypt, 
br other diſtant Countries. This is without doubt 
a very proper and wſeful. Enquiry © for Men ' of the 
Ia in ſeveral Countries to make concerding the ſe- 
veral Laws in uſe amongſt them. But "they will-by 


* 


nd means have made che ful and after Ebquity ifi 


= tio the Oi. n til Fs als ſtudiouſly C6 u- 
usr on THE ETERN AH LAw, to uſe 
the Words of Tui (apply'd by him in general to 
Nen of au proſeſſions, and advig'd: as the beſt Prepa- 
ntive ſor Death) Whoſe own Senſe of ater ae] _ 
vil be prbduc d in its proper Place 3.36 on 
By how much the more this Plena 100 renllowatie 
= Law is kept ont of View and unconſidet d, ſo mach the 

more any Man will fal from the Dignity of his Profeſſion 
„ « Lawyer," be ſo much leſs uſeful, and have the leſs . 
true Titſe to be reſpected on the ſeore of it, or of any 

© thing elle. But it is ſomething ſacred as it were, _ 
chat commands dur Reſpect and Reverence, without 

4 Coif, to be the Aſſertors and Interpreters of Laws 
chat are Ard from Heaven, and chat derive: Peace and 
eee the Wes. 
= Dovw'r be afraid of my Lol to the Borders ven 
. of Enthuſiaſm ro ſer off the Dignity of the long Robe, 
or of That which is the Subjeft of your studies. 1 
. ſhall explain ny ſelf fo as to be ſufficiently * clear, 1 
3 think, of that” Suſpicion or ObjeQion in any Part of 
i; and if You ſhould hereby or otherways be thus 
IA | perſuade, I hall have no Congern that ſuch a Perſua- 
8 ſion will have any other than 4 good Effect upon Tow, 

1 N Zalthough I know that bb and 1 Notions of the 
5 ignity of a Man's Profeſſion (or of his Nature either) 
4 may be catry'd too far, and then mw} have ill Effects, 
© or ay, even when they are within Bounds, and capa- = 
be of being ſupported, ſometimes and accidentally 


prove miſchievous in their 1 Influence upon vain and weak 
3 
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1 Au ſenſible chat the magnificent. Expreſion 1 
have here,us'd of afferting: and interpreting Laws that are 
derit d from Heaven, anil ihat derive” Peace and Happi- 
x neſs ra the World,. may ſeem deſcriptive: of, and is more 
eminently; applicable to another Order of Men, viz. 
to the Chriſtian» Miniſtry, to Men,, whole, Office has 
unqueſtionably much more of Sacredneſi and Dignity in 
it, as their Studies are engag'd in Laws. that are both 
immediately Divine, and that direftly aim not only at 
the Temporal, but at the Eternal Happineſs of Man- 
kind; whereas thoſe their moſt important Intereſts aan 
be conſulted by Profeſſors and Practiſers of the Law 
as ſuch only indireliiß, whilſt their private Advice, their 
public ee. and Pleadings in Court, or their 
didactic Writings: tend to improve Men's Minds, to 
eſtabliſh them in right and good Notions in a very 
| Smportant part of  Marality, and therefore in couterminons 
common Points and Places Where the two Profeſſions 
may be ſaid as it were to meet, and each of them chims 

P have ſome Cognizance and Concern. - 
Wu x I think or ſpeak therefore of a right _ 
2 Lawyer, I have the Idea not only of a Man 
that! is vers d in little Forms 75 forenlic ic e or Me- 


Principles of Reaſon, which the 5 be cites were 
ſounded on,—which, would have had their Weight 
and Force before the. Conqueror or Tna,—would have 
been the ſame, whether. any of the Normans, the 
Saxons, or the Romans had aſſerted and enforc'd it by 
way Sanctions or not. I have the Idea of one who 


l EY. is 


1 W is orcupy'd about _ r 8 „which the Pesct 
end, Order of the World could not ſubſiſt, nor could 
Societies and public, Bodies of Men, have aan. goed 
Kae, or long,Continuance, if at all a Beg. 
KD „cx badly, perſuade my ſelf, thor fix'd Galler 
F tions. and Laws ef Society were ſo late introduc d into 
1.4 | the World as Foſephus,.. zealous to. ſhew the fingular 
7 | Felicity of big on. Nation, and to magnify their Por 
ty (as he had without diſpute very «ſufficient, grounds 
to do from other Topics) above all other Nations of 
7 the World, does repreſent them to have: been. And 
it is a ſhrewd Obſeryation he makes in his Argumens 
5 to ſhew the very late Introduction of Laws amongſt 
de Grectou, that at the Time of the Siege of | Tra, 
or it may be laters, at the Time when Hamer himſelf 


2 4 liv'd, the Grecians had u Laus, as may be preſumꝰd 


1 from, there. being no mention of Laws to be found'i in 
all his large and celebrated Poem. I don't think ig 
worth my while to examine and 8 if I. could ſpy 
out any thing like 16u@ in the Had, as upon another 
1 5 Occaſion I met with ſomething, and without ſearching | 
for it, very like a * Word that was ſaid by learned 
and curious Men or to be met with at all in our Au- 
"XX thor, and that with its Tribe of very different, and of+ 
ten very empty or moſt confus'd Ideas, could have been 
much better ſper d and baniſh'd out of the World 
chan ebis we are ſpealing of. I will not be ſo fallici. 
tous, I ſay, as to examine our old Poet for this, tho 
4 wy if I could find out Laws abere, I ſhould certainly ex» 
* to ſee them coming down, from - Nd 0 
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in ſome n other; and if it prov'd but to be 1 
grave and decemt Repreſentation, it would, you know 
be ſomething pertinent to my purpoſe. But whether 
Foſephus's Obſervation be exact or not, ſuppoſing it 
to be good and true in point of Criticiſm, there ſeems 
to me to be ob duch Streſs laid upon it, and that he 
ſomewhat ſtretches the Argument about the late 
Knowledge and Uſe of Laws amongſt all other Na- 
tions but t chat of the Fews. 3 
Bs it as it will, unhappy ſurely were the Times 
whin Laws wete rare and more imperfett, the Times 
when abu; Rule ſtrong, but full of Miſchieſs in its 
Infant State, partly depopulated the rüde Wofld before 
they had made ati proper Check; or Barriers, and partly 
join'd Men together in a kind of barbarous Society 
with an Iron Toke=not" a \Golden, but an Iron Age! 
When che Will perhaps of ſome mighry Tyrant Hunter 
was the ſole Law to the trembling Herd of Slaves, 

| and the capricious Humour of ſome: proud aſpiring 
Creature was inſtead" of Reaſon in the Place of his 
| Holy and unchanging Will to Which the moſt perfelt Refti- 
tude is efſential, from whom-Reaſon it ſelf, and all Laws 
reaſonable, . and . to ee are Go 
rd. 
"Mew therefoir who are — 8 dent 
theſe Laws, hive certainly a Chim of Right to a 
good deal of our Regard and Eſteem. It is enough 
to prove 1 am not ſingular in this Notion, to ſhew 
that Uipias boks upon his Bfotherhbod, and that the 
Emperor Faſtinias looks upon them“ too in much the 
ſame View, as appears both from the firſt Title in 
che Pandetts, where the Lawyers Care and Employ- 
Sh | ment 
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1 wer is aſſertec to be a * true Philoſophy, with a Him 


of its being much pteferable to ſome \ Spocalutions 1 
had obtain d the Namt Phileſepiy. 4 

Z Ir is to be fear'd indeed, that there have bath, 
1 | and may ſtill be, Men of ſuch avaritions Souls, of 
WW moch venal Conſciences, and Talems, that they would 
2 not ſeruple to make Uſe of them, of the Law, and 


b- © of every thing that's Sacred to the perverting of Ju- 
F BY © Rice and” Judgment, to the Intervenſon of private 


3 Rights and Properties, and the Diminution of the 


= 4 publi Tranquility, the Peace and Order of the Com- 


7 munity; ſo they might | but obtain their Private Inte- 
1 reſts wo 1 75 their Avarice. 4 75 

liess calls 1 it coming to the Profeſſion With an- 
= ebe Hands, "when Men come to it without having 
= Efearcs'd into the Origin of the Loi—Maultim i inconve= 
8 1 niens erit, omiſſis initits, atque Ofigine non repetità, 
e 15 atque illotis ut ita dixerim manibus, protinds materiam 
E- Interpretationis tractare. He means I doubt by the 
"08 Original of the Law here chiefly, if nor ſolely, the ancient 
I 0 critical Hiſtory of the Laws, the knowing when "and 
upon what Oceiſſons they were made. Bur if my 
1 Ts, ow entation of the Origin and ultimate Neferbuct 0 
La has carry 'd the Sacredneſs of it ſomew-hat higher, 
N Vor or at x keaſt has made it planer, then T THE fil a bet- 
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* Jus eſt. ars boni & wh; cujus mecitd 5 u nos dc 
5 | appell, juſtitiam namq; colimus, & boni & æqui notitiam 
pvprofitemur, æquum ab iniquo ſeparantes, licitum ab illicito diſ- 
eernentes, bonos non ſolum metu pænarum, verum etiam Præ- 
te miorum quoque exhorratione efficere cupientes; veram, ni i fallor, | 
7 Philoſoptiam non fimdlatam affectantes. "Lib, t. F. 6 
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©. 
ter fight to uſe the Phreſe of #nv4b'd" and nnhol 
Fund when Þ ſpeak of thoſe who diſhonour them- 
ſelves and caſt a Reprbach upon their Profeſſion by be- 


ing guilty of mean and foul Pracłices in it. And tho” 


it would be no particular Help or Guard to Mens 22 
i to know. the Hiſtory of Laws many Ages back- 
Ward, yet certainly it will be a. Reſtraint from the 
Practices here ſpoken of, and fram making the Law 
ſerye ſor an Inſtrument of Oppreſſion and all manner 
of, Injuries, if Men will ſeriouſly. conſider its gh 
aud ultimate, i. e. Heavenly ard Divine Original, 
..F CONFESS. it-is but too yiſtble,. har il Cuſtom, 
and Time, wich the Help of ſuch ill Men, or in ſome 
Caſes, of an inſpid, far mal, trifling ſort of Men, in- 
troduc' d into the Practice of aur Law, in | ſome © irs 
Parts and Branches, ſuch mean and ſuch x pernicious 
| Things as will require, the Zeal ind vigorous Ef- 
forts of the Great Men of the Profeſſion, and it may 
55 the e of. FE alen, too to corp 
Ly hem. FT 
Bur e it in general 1 with the fair Profpet 
of ill Men and ill Practices in any -Branch being more 
and more diſcourag d and reform'd, or taking it, as 25 
here my Deſign to do, in the 36% Paint of Light 


2 Thing ſaid the antient Sage has 1wo Handles) 


taking it wirh a View to the be en and to the 6. 


beſt and pureſt Parts and Practice of it, ſurely it ſhould 
be hop d, and even without ſo many of theſe Salvo's, 
that THE PROFESSTON OF THE LAW WILL NOT 
HAVE LESS OF TRUE AND VALUABLE PHIL 0- 
SOPHY. IN rr, NOR. BE MORE VNHOLY NOW 
eq - 45 12 * a THAN 


(for Things, may be view'd in different Lights. and 


. 


ö 

. Iran mr WAS IN, TE Davs of Ur PIAN oR 
q DE Gatvs;" AND IN TE HanDs of HEATHENS. | 

p T 6Rant that Laws are by a common DiſtinRi- 


3 divided" into Divine and Human Laws. But how 
15 are we to underſtand this Diſtinction ? Is it meant 
hat Hamas Laws which are good and equitable have 
vo higher a Source and Reference than what is Human 2 
J 2 that the Laws of Men have an original independent 
; Forte of their” 98 ? No certainly. But Divine Law, 
1 ih us in this Manner and Diſtinction, ſignifies 
uh which has GOD 1t1MEDIATELY for its Author; 
4 2 as for the reſt, the Force of Human Laws, though 
3 Wnot indeed from GOD / immediately, yet comes 
5 (s the beſt Lawyers allow and teach) from the Law of 
Narure, which is undoubtedly the Law of GOD. 
ö Mex of Learning, Thought, and good Judgment 
in never aſſert the contrary to this great Truth, but 
bey may not always expreſs themſelves with equal 

r and Accuracy. An Author of very N 
4 and deſerved Credit has expreſod himſelf unhappily 

for one Inſtance, and I will venture to ſay unagreeably 
1 . % his own general Notions; when he ſays, „ That 
be: Metis Obligations and the Rules about their Con- 
duct as to Good and Evil are manifeſtly deriv'd 

Fe Three great Sources, viz. from the Light of 
Keaſon alone, from Civil Laws, and from Revelati- 
3 on.“ What all upon a par? All originally and 
25 Equally Sources? Puſfendorf I am ſure wos a wiſer 
5 Man than to think it, and I can produce ſome very 
good Reaſons for my faying ſo: If this were the 
Eaſe; then Human Laws might have an obligatory 
ee, which it is the greateſt Abſurdity imaginable 
_ - Wd * . 9 


1 ſay they would, *. 1 ere conformable to 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Divine Injunctions, or mor. 
It is true that Men muſt have a regard, in ſorming 
their Conduct, not only to the general Dictates of Rea- 
ſon, and all the Precepts of Revelation, but alſo to Hu—-—- 
man Laws, and take them in as part of their Rule i= 
Snbordination, and ſo far as they are conformable to 1 
60D Law, which muſt be all that our Author 
meant, who knew that Human Laws not deduc d ſrom 
the Divine Law are #0: true Rule of Action to Men, 
nor can induce any Obligation, who never look d upon 
Civil Laws as having an Original Force, an er 3 F 
e and a proper. Sourte of their on. ; 
Fam far enough from believing that Solon, 9 
gus or Numa took their Laws from immediate Con- = 
verſe with the Divinity, or ſo much as a Demon or & | Y 
Spirit; extraordinarily commiſſion d and appearing ro 
them. And if they endeavor'd any of them to have | 
it believ'd they did, I ſhall be as free as any one can 
be to own, that they greatly ipod upon the Peoples 
edulii. Indeed ſeveral of their Laws, good as they 6 
were in the main, were in wo Sexſe of a Heavenh Ori- 
ginal and Extract. And again. I don't imagine that 
even the wiſeſt and beſt Laws which are made in Chri- 1 
ſtias Countries, that all or any of our Alt of Parla-. 
ment, after all the public Prayers of the Nation to Hea- "8 
ven to Bleſs and Proſper the Conſultations, are u- 
MEDIATELY the Laws of God. But, I ſay, that when 
Laws are made by any, Community one or other, a- 
greeably to Reaſon, juſtice and Truth, agreeably | 3 
to the general immutable. Law of Him who is the 
Author of our N the Author and Giver of 


every 
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WE eyery good Gift, the obligatory Strength and Force 
rikeſe Laws is from the Divine Law from which they 
bee deduced; and ſuch Laws I think are moſt reaſonably 
4 1 to be expected, where the whole Body of A People are 
Mi aſſiſting, to derive a Bleſſing thus from Heaven by 
5 55 their pious and united Prayers; where the Legiſlativs 
== Power is in the Hands of Men, who may contemplate 
XZ and behold the Drvivs Law in the beſt Light it is 
Y w given to Men to ſee it in, and who profeſs the greateſt 
WE repard to it. And there is but one thing more that 
| can be ie for, and That the Suppoſition of Charity 
commonly will add, viz. that they be Chriſtians not only 
by Profeſſion and Name, but in * real Life and Truth. 


Ix one place of the Digeſts a Saying of Demoſthenes 


is quoted, wherein he calls Law + The Invention and the 
IE Gift of GOD. In the fame place Chry/ppas alſo is quo- 
2 1 ted for ſaying, 4 That the Law had an uncontrolled Sway | 


us 


ER. —— * — 


Tubus it was lately and very wiſely ſaid upon a ſolemn Occa- 
4 ſion before One of the Houſes of Parliament, and it mult include 
1 and have Reference to their Legi//ative Capacity, or the Share that 
7 Eſtate has in making, altering, or amending Laws, though it is 


95 4 not to be reſtrain d to that alone, viz. © That a vitious private 
Life is the very worſt Preparative for a public Station, and he 
F that acts wickedly as a Man has loſt the beſt Security he can give 


do any Community that he will act honeſtly as a Patriot . 


＋ Tiss i vou@ tvenua wer x, Q Oed. Omnis lex 


# 9 inventum ac munus Dei eſt. The Univerſality of the Propoſition 
= , _ makes no Difficulty. All Law ts exery good and binding Lam; and 
2 7 #hus Tully diſallows, that any Sanctions and Conſtitutions whatever 
3 ty entitled to the Name of Laws if they be bad ones. De Leg. 


1 0 u army g banks Oele 75 x) avIgarivoy 
e 9 . * 
== TELY maT wv. Lex eſt omnium divinarum & humanarum rerum 


Regina. nl 
D 23 in 


in the * Diune as well as Human, 


a thing which ſcarcely any Man, whatever Set he was 


of, would have athrm'd, much leſs a Chief of the Stoics, 
without underſtanding the Law he gave ſo great an 


Extent and Force to, to have had its Origin from above 
the World, and the Wil of any of its Inhabitants. _ 
As for the Steics, there was no Topic amongſt 
ther commoner: than this, that Men ſhould. with Sub- 
miſſion and Pleaſure accept all Thingsas being what they 

are by the Appointment and Will of Heaven. Aud it ap- 
pears from what Tull ſays in the Perſon of Yelleius the Epi- "oe 
curean, that Zens, the Father of the Stoic Family, refer'd 
Mens Obligations to be juſt and good, to the Divine 
Law, but how he came to animate it Velleius wonderd ; 
and. well any Man might if he took it literally Zeno 3 
autem naturalem Legem divinam eſſe cenſet,.camque 
vim obtinere recta imperantem, prohibentemque con- 
traria, quam legem quomodd efficiat animantem intelli- 
gere non poſſumus, Lib. 1. de N. D. The Figure of 
animating and perſonalizing Ideas, Attributes, Properties, 
c. has many a time been us'd full as harſhly as it is 
in this Caſe by Zeno; Or rather I may ſay that there 
is no great Boldneſs of Figure in it. Laws that are 
abrogated, that have grown into Diſuſe, and have loſt 
their Force, are commonly call'd by the Name of dead 
Laws. Why then may not Life be apply d and very 
emphatically to the Law that never can be abrogated, 
nor loſe any of its Force, the Eternal Law of the ling 
GOD, the Law of Him who gives all Creatures Life, 
in whom we live and move and bave our Being. 5 
How would it have adorn'd and compleated any 
of theſe Titles which I have wa „ had there been 


added 


1 „5 

L. Ae alſo that glorious Paſſage cited by Laftantins from 
Ya his third Book de Repwb. where he calls Men 
to a ſſum corda, to look up to Heaven, for the uni. 
10 W verſa unchanging Eternal Law, comprehending and 
. ö dig equally all Nations, and all Ages of the World, 
WT becauſe they are all under the common Obedience of 
? 4 OD the Supreme and Univerſal Governor, who 
is the Author and Giver of this Law—A Law, which 
every Man who ſhall refuſe to comply with it, will 
degrade: Himſelf from the Dignity and the Nature of 
13 rational Creature, and conſt equently would exceeding- 
J fpuniſh himſelf, though no poſitive Pain or Puniſh- 
F ments which ſome think,of in a future State ſhould be 
5 . on him. Lactantius gives the due Praiſes to 
8 * remarkable Paſſage ; but I imagine he did not ob- 


c 1 gerve ew! Wen the ee a Notion: which 70 


* There are 0 1 FOR tho Dn would not * 
1 A o go at all by Authority, would yet be more affected. if I mi- 
1 Wake not, ſhould they underſtand, that ſuch things as theſe might 
ere 3 cited alſo from their great Idol Mr. Bayle. I will therefore add 
are this ſhort Note for zheir Service, It would be ſomething pleaſant, 
oft do not what I ſhould moſt defire, to convince a deuious Free- 
, ad | #2 hinter of his Error, by the Dint of a well-ſuited Authority. But, 
4 J | 4 Poul there be no Conviction wrought any ways as to the main 
ery | 1 Wi it muſt then be acknowledg'd, that Mr. Bayle was capable 
being miſtaken, and could argue as weakly and idly as other 
bing 1 en; which will be ſomething gain d as to other Points and good 
ife, | Erpoſcs. For, in his Philoſophical Commentary on the Words of 
e F e Golpel, Compel them to come in, Chap. 1, p. 47 & 50. He 
3 g 1 much, and in very lofty Terms, of the Primitive Univerſal 
Ray, which flows from the Divinity, diſcovering the general Princi- 
. 1 = 7 * to all Mankind and from thence (he ſays) all par- 


KT 8 - 
LES a 


ticular 


* 


n 4. 1.45 


5 (39) 
Had in other Places expreſs'd more phinly, ; "A was 
very fond of, but ſuch as would by no means be al- 
low'd 'of in the Chriſtian Schools. You will ex- 
pect when I lay any great Streſs upon a Paſſage of an 
Author, or commend it ſo much as I have done this, 
I ſhould let you fee it in mis verbis, not in a Tran. 
ſlation- or an Abſtraft. Here then you have it, and 
judge of it for your ſelf. But only let me firſt ob- 
ſerve, that Till ſays in another: place, the Laws of Bi 
Men muſt needs be taken from and modell d FE this 2 
moſt antient primary Eternal La W-. . 
Eſt quidem vera lex, recta ratio naturæ congruens, 9 
difuls i in omnes, conſtans, ſempiterna; quæ vocet ad 
Officium jubendo, vetando à fraude deterreat; qu: 
tamen neque probos fruſtrà jubet aut vetat, nec in- 
probos jubendo aut vetando mover. Huic legi nec 8 
obrogari fas eſt ; neque derogari ex hac aliquid licet, 
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ticular L aw; receive their Sanfion and Seal, their ſtatutable Virtne 
and Right t0 oblige as Law. Tis true he extends his Aſſertion a 
good deal further, and excepts not thoſe Laws and Precefts which 8 
are extraordinarily reveal'd by GOD; but my purpoſe is ſuffici. 
ently ſervd by applying it only to human Laws, which he un- 
doubtedly here includes, and in which reſpect his Propoſition is mo 1 7 
| Wnconteſtable. Again, he explains this Primitive Univerſal Light 1 
to be GOD Himſelf, the ESSENTIAL Tnurn, printing on tbe 
Mind of Man the eternal Laws of Fuſt and Honeſt, and conti. 
nually preſenting to him the Idea of his Duty, and of his D·.- 
pendance on the Sovereign Being. Is this now become good 
Senſe, I ask, in Mr. Bayle's Mouth? Or is this mighty Re- 
ſoner become like other Men, as one of the tame and vulgar 
Herd led on by great Names of Philoſophers, Fathers, and 1 | 
Schoolmen ? Is Mr. Bayle alſo amongſt the Le the Vi Hon 1 
ries and Enthuſi 7 7 bp 
neque BY 


” _ 
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WE neque tota abrogari $a Yoo, verd aut t per Sena. 
tam, aut per Populum ſolvi hic lege poſſumus. Ne- 
aue eſt quætendus explanator aut interpres ejus alius. 
Nec crit alia lex Rome, alia Athenis, alia nunc, alia 
kl poſthac, led & omnes gentes & omni tempore una lex 
& ſempiterna & immutabilis continebit; unuſque erit 
communis quaſi magiſter & imperator omnium Deus; 
Y ile legis hujus inventor, diſceprator, lator; cui qui 
1 non parebit ipſe ſe fugiet ac naturam hominis aſperna- 
Wbicur ;\ boc ipſo juet maximas penas, etiamſi cætera 
pie, que putantur, effugerit. 
L N 14 Wo no that is acquainted with the Myſteries 
ö A our Holy Religion, and enlighten'd with Goſpel 
1 b nowledge, could have ſpoken of the Law.of GOD 
more ſignificantly. and Weightily, as Lactautius well ob- 
eres than Tulh here has done ? And as this helps to 
9 8 what I have ſaid ſome time ſince of Tulh in 
3 another. Place, to ſnew, that in eſtabliſhing Morality 
e did not. abftratt "the Conſideration of the ſupreme Being, 
%o will add to what I have there ſaid of Grotius too 
= ſhort: Remark here, which yet will ſerve me in two 
everal Points upon the Subject in Hand. For, 
Jou will eaſily ſee, if at any time you will give 
Four ſelf the Trouble to compare them, that the little 
Poſthumous Piece of Grotius de æquitate, printed at the 
End of ſome Editions of his Books de Jure B. & P. 
little more than a drawing out or commenting on Ari- 
3 Wotle's Chapter in his Ethics Nicom. upon that Sub- 
ect. But that very learned and judicious Man, whilſt 
1 4 judg d it not unuſeful to add a few other things, 
Wound it abſolutely neceſſary to ſupply the Defe& in the 
] Wu portans Point mgi u ag xs, putting us in mind, that 
PAD 1 
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N 0 3% 
Equity looks to the Intention not only of the hutmat 
Law-giver, but to the Mind! and Will of the Supreme 
Legiflator, and accordingly He has thrown into every 
part of it ſach Expreſſions as theſe, Non tantùm Con- 
ſtitutiones civiles, ſed ipſius naturæ notitias compre- 
hendimus ad ipſa naturæ principia recurrendum — 
Dei leges ex notitiis nature en ee the me 
ſtantiores . 
Wu O would 5 . 0 one 0e ah! 
unaccurate Expreſſions that ever eſcap'd from Grorius, 
and that ſeem'd to convey a Notion perfectly different 
from the juſt Sentiments he was fix d in, and has of- 
tentimes expreſs'd with the greateſt Clearneſs, that ſuch % 
an obwoxjous Expreſſion ſhould by a grave and learned 
Perſon be fngled'omr for Praiſe? But ſee what plain In- 
conſiſtenties great Men may ſometimes fall into! The 
fame Perſon Who ſays, That Grotius judiciouſly'remark'd, © 
tbere would haus been 4 natural Obligation on M I 
prafliſe moral Virue, even if it ſhould be ſuppo#d,-what 
indted ir impoſſible, that there 1 u GOD, or f | an 
albſtrattion were. made of his Exiſtence for a Moment; 
this very Perſon, Nd. Leibnitæ] and in the ſame very 
ſhorr Piece, brings this-as a heinous Charge againſt Pufs 
fenuorf, that he ' repreſents the Principles and Maxim. of 
t Lau ef Natare fuch as might take place with Atheiſts. 
Bu whatever Inaccuracies that Author I have 
laſt nam d may have been guilty of, One of which 
I have had occaſion already to touch upon, I think 
I can few you eafily, that He is nor One of the 
Abſtrafters againſt whom my Arguments are bent 
For he fays expreſſy, that &“ How "manifeſt ſo- 
2 erer the * of the Law of 3 
al ee 


TY 


Force of 2 Law, it is neceſſary. to. ſuppoſe that there it 
5 60 b, who governs all Things by his Provi- 
3 e dence, and who has preſcrib'd to Men with Au- 
2A te thority the Obſervation of theſe Rules which He 


7< 8 


| 5 « Reaſon,” Abridgm. Lib. 1. c. 3. C. 10. His great 
=o fundamental Principle, as himſelf calls it, vis. That 


bas requir'd of Men to pratti iſe the Laws and Diftates of 
„p- 7+ of the. French Edit. Aut. Religion he ſays it 
1 Cement of Society, p. 88. And 
1 Phat withour a Sentiment of Religion Man would not ” 
n 9 5 1 able, p. 74- And agreeably to all this; he has in 
Tx. bh y is his Abridgment of his larger Work a whole Chap- — 
de of Natural Religion, that he might fully take a 


Objections which had been made by ſome, who 


ed obſery'd, and it ſeems ſeverely cenſur'd, his 12 5 


es 1 pd Unatcuracy i in this Point. 


9 I as$$URE. my ſelf You will rake this Letrer i in good | 
8 * ts and excuſe the is _ Lengrh of i it. The true In- 


tention 


: 
1 1 
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t was really intended ROM for a private Letter, but z FM an 


5 | Vpoctted the Diſperſmg 4 Few of them, my having treated a lit- 
more of the general Queſtion than was at firſt intended, will 


4 Wclin'd, in this View, and upon theſe Meaſures; to think I have 


4 4 8 10 bing that when I have here choſe to enlarge upon the Mat · 
4 t 35 Diſpute, as touch'd ſometimes i in the moſt celebrated Laws, 
Ro 0 as EI * the * eminent eee en, \ hs pay, it was 


= their” Utility, yet chat they - ſhall hats, 


be made known to them by the Light of natural 


c Jof 1 he makes to be ſo neceſſary, becanſe GOD 


/# bundant Zeal (or Indiſcretion, if any ſtall chooſe to call it ſo) 


do far from a Redundancy or Impropriety, that I am more 


1 wo ſaid enough of it. One ſhort Word therefore 1 will here 


not 


1 


tention 1 it was to put You” upon your Guard apainſt 
Principles and Notions that are grow ing too faſhionable, 
I doubt, __ they may have 250 wy ets 9 
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ndt beciuſe I Ws hore fire to find Them than „ 
been to find Divines, Schoolmen, Moraliſts, Cbriſtian, and even 
Ragan, in Agreement with me. Nor can the Learned ſuſpect 


0 *. the, former may have .introduc'd, Na a ſort of Byaſe from 


ir Profeſſion, the Term and Notion of Law in ſpeaking of 
the Relations" berwixt' G0 P and his Creatures; and in ſetting 
forth; as · fur as it comes in their Way to do it, the Part a rationa 
Creature ĩs to act towards the Divinity as a Matter of the 
moſt proper Obligation and incumbent Duty. It would be zs eaſy 


to ſhew at large, that Philoſophers of all Sects us'd the fame Lan- 


guage, 1 if \ we except the Herd of Epiturus. Some Fataliſts, I ac- 


5 knowledge,” but ſich! of them who were moſt remarkable for 
| uſingquaint und fore'd. Expreſſions; have ſpoken of G0 D,, obey- 
ing a lam - but if they were not the moſt extravagant. ſort of 


them. they faid withal, that GOD mage the Law which He obey d, 
af that of Seneca, e. g. Semel j. Nr, ſemper paret, &c. A Word 


or two may be dropped of this Kind perhaps in the Writings of 


the Sroits, whiiſt the WIL P, the Couu Ax Ds, the Law or 
GON!'are ſound almoſt in every Page, in every Line of them. 


The manner in which the old Philoſophers generally ſpoke of 


Providence will be found an Evidence. if attended to, for the thing 
Jam here bricfly and ſummarily aſſerting; becauſe they were 
wont to repreſent Providence as a Du ine Law by which the rati- 
onal Creaturt was. govern'd as the Hill and Command of the Su- 
preme Being. This is a Language that was moſt abundantly us'd: 
*tis true, amongſt the Platoniſts, but it was far from. being pecu- 
liarly and ſingularly theirs, What then ſhould induce. Men who 
are Chriſtians, who cannot therefore be impugners of a. Providence, 
and who would take it ill, I imagine, to be cſteem'd rigid Fatalifs, 
what ſhould. induce Them ſtudjouſly to decline repreſenting the 
; Deity : 2s giving. a Law to his Creatures (though without it there 
UN Peper mon Nha haut and to be 0 fond of pic: 


wi} 


4. 4 with other of the looſe Opinions, which every 
1 Man of general Converſation may expect to hear often 

anſinuated, or ſometimes directly and openly aſſerted 
e. in Contempt of Religion and 
LMorality, and therefore in manifeſt — b@h 
to Modeſty and to: camper Senſe, oo as 
Tun Building carefully upon a od * lo 
Faundaion, the continual meditating and commenting 


and reverend in the particular Profeſſion You have 


| n ar Men of f chen 10 do 
. | 9 5 81 . 1 ly 4 * 21 — "Fa los a "I 
/ ; 5 * * 7 CY r Ine „ 

— 7 ring Him '- as 1 a Kew and 8 OB ey i NG tags. 
-n in common with his rational Creatures a Law reſulting! 
r e necefary and eternal Differences of Things / 
ru Reduction of the harſh and long exploded Language. 
f RE the old Fataliſs (ince there ſeems to be no Deſign of reſtg- = 
4. ng them, by a proper Pgęliminium, to their ancient: Rights, 
d ate and Significancy) might be paſeꝰd over perhaps, or at leaſt 
of et be caution'd againſt with { much Ardor, if that were ali 
rn We Miſchief. But to ſet aſide and diſregard. the Will of GOD; 
n. Lp perpetually to repreſent Him rather as Obeying than as Giving 
o law, is not only a Revival of i improper Phraſes of the Fata: | 


2 by thoſe who would condemn them, in the Senſe that was 


1 r uſually annen'd to them, but at the ſame time it 


1. FLerges (if I am not exceedingly miſtaken) to the Rprevrear Prin- 
YA pte. and touches upon jt too in the very worſt Point Contact, 
d, 4 mean where it is moſt i injurious to Divine Providence, and takes 
- 1 ray God's Government of the Moral World. ON | 
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